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EDITORIAL

By

Nick M.
This is my last year at Saint Pius X, so for this editorial, I will write about my opinions of all the years I’ve been here. From Grade K to Grade 8, my time here has been enjoyable and beneficial to me as a student. My classmates and I have formed powerful relationships with one another, and also the teachers at Saint Pius X. We have all learned a lot since we came here, and now we are all headed to high school.


Some of the students in the eighth grade class have been here since Kindergarten, and others have joined us over the years, but we all have strong friendships with each other that we value deeply. I believe that these friendships can be kept for years to come, throughout high school and possibly later in our lives, too. 


With graduation up and coming, I am looking back at our experiences here, and I now realize how fortunate we were to be here. We have learned so much, and the fun experiences we’ve had together are countless. I will never forget the great times I have had here at Saint Pius with my classmates.
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Guess That Saint Contest!
James J.
We are running another 

“Guess That Saint” contest.
 Please send in your answers to
 James J. in Grade 8 by June 1st.

Hints:

1. My name is Giuseppe Sarto.
2. I  was born September 18, 1858.

3. I am known for lowering the age for First Communion when I was a pope.

4. I made Gregorian chant music popular.

5. I died penniless.

6. I am very famous in the town of Westerly.
WHO AM I?
Pre-K3
Miss Becca and Miss Chris
The PreK-3 students have done projects about Easter. They colored Easter eggs, went on an Easter egg hunt put on by Mrs. Miner, and had lots of fun doing it all. They are also learning about plants. The children learned two songs for the variety show and have done a great job! Earlier in the year, while playing in the snow, Miss Chris went to check on a discovery made by one of the children and seemed to lose her balance and then toppled over into the snow. Although Miss Chris fell, a student named Maggie rescued her coffee! Catherine C.
Pre-K4

Miss Cindy
The children prepared for the Easter season by putting what they gave up for Lent on a palm Frond to decorate the bulletin board. They also observed how Jesus cleanses our sins when colored water was turned back to its original color. In addition they have been doing the Stations of the Cross by making a book, and went to the Church with the Kindergarten class to reflect on each one April 15th. They visited the Elms Retirement home and made umbrellas with the residents to decorate the class.  Maryam A.
Elementary


Kindergarten

Mrs. McDonald
The kindergarteners worked hard this month. In Math they learned the value of coins. In Social Studies they learned the name of our state, our country, and our continent. In reading they  learned a lot of new words. They have been able to identify the plot of the story and the problem in it. For the Fundations phonics program, students have been “tapping” and reading many words that follow c-v-c (consonant-vowel-consonant).  In writing, they have been writing stories about pictures they are given.  The kindergarteners seem to always giggle when Mrs. DeSarro says, “Is it nap time?”  Kirstin M.

Grade 1
Miss Lepore
Grade 1 has been learning about place value in Math.  In Fundations, they are learning about ‘blends’ and how to ‘tap’, read, and spell words with ‘blends’.  All students in Grade 1 have become very fluent readers! To top all the excitement, for Easter they made ‘Crayon Resist’ cards for the Watch Hill Care and Rehab! Christopher M.

Grade 2

Mrs. Cozzolino
Many things are brewing in Grade Two. With the help of school parent Mrs. Dowd, Grade 2 collaborated to write a book titled “We Are Mosaic.” Recently in Grade Two reading, Mrs. Cozzolino asked the class to define the word detail. One student replied, “Details are those things that 2nd graders are really picky about.” It sounds like the second graders are having loads of fun! Zachary C.

Grade 3

Mrs. Senatore
We had our monthly visit with many of the Westerly Health Center residents. Some were sad when we arrived but we were able to cheer them up. For Reading we used a story to perform as a play for enjoyment in the class.  

The students did a great job with that. The book reports were dioramas and students made book marks to advertise their books. They have collected a good sum of money for a worthy cause as a Lenten sacrifice. In Science we are studying matter and in Social Studies the contributions of Ben Franklin. These were illustrated.   Annan G.  


Grade 4

Mrs. Kimmel
Grade 4 said sad goodbyes to their student teacher Mrs. Stacey on April 15, 2011. They surprised her with a farewell party filled with many gifts of thanks.

Academically they have been working very hard on their many projects. They did great projects on endangered species and are now working on their presentations for the younger grades. They had a fun time reporting on their famous Rhode Island person for their Social Studies project and some dressed up as the character while presenting their reports. Grade 4 was visited by Buddy Cianci, Gilbert Stuart, Rocco Baldelli, Tarzan Brown and many, many more. Our multiplication skills are being put into good use as we master division in Math. 

In Reading, Grade 4 is busy at work learning how to take notes using different graphic aids and then writing summaries using the information from the graphic aids.  James J.    


Grade 5

Mrs. McGuire
The class has been learning how to debate important issues that colonists and slaves faced in the “New World”. Kallan T. and Maggie C. had a remarkable argument defending their positions as a slave or as a colonist respectively. Mariah K. is busy building Paul Revere’s house while Matthew L., John M. and Jason M. are busy using pop guns, marbles, Jason’s Ladder and whirly gigs during free time.

 Jason M. caught six fish on Opening Season in Wood River. He brought Mrs. McGuire a brown trout as a gift. In all her years of teaching she has received many apples, but has never received a brown trout- Thanks Jay!   Joseph M.
Middle School


English 

Mrs. DiMuccio
Grade Six

 Students worked on the correct use of pronouns in their writing. They are also learning the various classifications such as intensive, reflexive, demonstrative, etc. In their latest assignment they used sensory words to describe a ride on the Ferris wheel. The students shared their work by reading them at the podium. Their next assignment is persuasive writing.
Grade Seven

The class is presently studying the “verb” with all of the rules which govern the correct use of this part of speech. They recently wrote very warm reflections about a place where they felt comfortable and secure. Each of the students is in the process of writing a fantasy story. If one drops into the class the buzz words range from princess, to alien, to magical forest.
Grade Eight

Students are studying the correct use of the verb. Most of this grammar work is review.  They will soon be completing exercises concentrating on the use and forms of the verbals: infinitive, participles, and gerunds. After completing research, they wrote comparison essays comparing Providence to Boston. After interpreting and discussing the meaning of the poem “The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost, the students gave their own perceptions of the poem through artful illustrations. They also did a fine job reciting the poem from memory. Time is winding down for Grade 8. They will surely be missed. Our prayers are with them as they prepare for their graduation and will soon begin the next stage of their education.      Dominyque J.
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Literature & Reading
Mrs. Swain
Highlights across the board for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade:

All grades worked very hard on their school speeches for our school speech contest.

Sponsored by Modern Woodman, this year’s school speech contest topic was “An American Invention”. All 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students researched their chosen topics and developed their speeches. The speech needed to be at least 3 minutes, but no longer than 5 minutes long. All students stepped up to the plate and  did a fantastic job! The students have chosen some very unique topics along with some very predictable ones. Ah, young teens, of course the telephone is the best American invention to come along. 

The six finalists were Maggie B., Catie C., Phoebe D., Connor K., Alex B., and Laura-Jo K. Connor placed third, Alex in second, and the school winner was Catie! You guys were amazing!      Lydia C.

Science

Mrs. Swain
Grade 8: 

The students have been studying organs and organ systems. A boy and a girl student each had to lie on the floor on a two separate huge pieces of news print paper. With great respect and care, the girls outlined the female body and the boys outlined the male body.

On their life sized “paper doll”, the girls worked as a team and drew the circulatory system, the system that feeds our cells. The girls also gave their paper model a front side with braided yarn for hair, jewelry, clothes, and nail polish. In their exuberance, the girls accidentally ripped their model’s leg, so they put masking tape on the paper leg and gave her a “cast,” which they all signed. When presenting, each girl discussed a different part of the circulatory system, what it does and how it relates to the other parts of the circulatory system and the body as a whole unit. They did well.

The boys also worked as a team. They had chosen the muscular system and drew the muscles of the body on half of their paper model and had the other half clothed. When presenting, each boy student also discussed a different muscle, how it works with other muscles and how that particular muscle relates to the entire muscular system, the system that allows us to move. They also did well. Somehow, the male model ended up with glitter in his hair. How did  that happen ?!
Grade 7:

The students have just started a new section: Physical Science. They will be learning about the differences between physical and chemical properties as well as what makes a compound verses a mixture. Mrs. Swain hopes to bring more hands-on presentations to the students. Children always learn and remember better when they can literally get their hands on “stuff.” They will learn what makes a scientific law a law and what makes a scientific theory a theory. They will talk about the design process in technology and why it is important to sometimes redesign.

Grade 6:

Sixth grade students have been researching and presenting weather and the technology that goes along with it. They started with the old fashioned ways to predict weather using rhymes and proverbs. They asked their parents or grandparents for some “old fashioned” ways they used to tell what type of weather might be headed their way. Some children mentioned they had weather vanes on a garage or shed roof for wind direction. The children have developed a new-found respect for weather and nature. As much as they have learned about the high technology, they realize sophisticated weather can have serious effects on human and animal populations and change an entire ecosystem.

Madison R.

Math

Mrs. Shea
Grade 6 is continuing to learn about fractions. They are multiplying them and will soon be dividing with them. Grade 7 recently learned about rational numbers in equations and inequalities. They began with addition and subtraction, and progressed to multiplication and division. Grade 8 finished a chapter on using proportional reasoning. They learned how to solve those classic problems about two trains heading in opposite directions and when they will meet. They are now learning about linear equations and graphing them.   Alexander B.
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Social Studies

Mrs. Kay
Gr. 8 is learning about the events leading up to WWII.

Gr. 7 is studying the causes of the American Revolution.

Gr. 6 is discussing the fall of the Roman Empire.  Nick M.
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Religion
Mrs. Shea
All grades have studyied about Holy Week and Easter. They are now into the Last Unit of the text. Grade 8 is also preparing for their graduation Mass. A theme has been chosen along with the readings. Grades 6, 7, and 8 took a trip to Attleboro, Massachusetts to visit the Shrine of LaSalette and learned about our Lady of LaSalette. The trip was during Lent, so they said the Stations of the Cross. After, they walked to the Rosary Pond where a very large set of rosary beads were hanging, suspended in mid-air. It was certainly a sight to behold. They walked a path that was a replica of the hill of LaSalette. They walked up the praying stairs to the statue of the Crucifixion.  Nate E.
Specials  
Music
Mr. Pare
In Music, the students have had very busy days! Too much to mention everything! So, just a few items: 

Pre-K 3 & 4, K, 1, 2 - Working hard on the variety show songs! 

Grades 3 & 4 – Working hard on variety show songs and the Spring production of “Aladdin!”

Grade 5 – “Creating” an original “Oratorio” ~ just like George Handel  (their latest composer!) 

Grade 6 – They are now songwriters ~ more to come!

Grade 7 – More history of music…

Grade 8 – Finishing music history…chose graduation music!                 Madison R.

Italian
Mr. Fiore
The eighth graders have been very busy learning how to tell time in Italian and conjugating verbs in the present tense. They will soon be working on a secret special project!  Nick M.

German
Mrs. Cozzolino
Guten Tag! The students are focusing on German culture and history and enjoy it very much! 
Spanish, Latin, Computer
Mr. Kronenberg

Spanish
Grades K and 1 learned Easter vocabulary, sizes, and shapes. They also sang and read stories. Grades 2 and 3 learned Easter words, mass vocabulary, and several prayers in Spanish. In addition, Grade 3 learned about the different Spanish words for “is”.  James J.
Latin
Grade 5 learned about scientific binomial naming and “invented” their own dinosaur using descriptive Latin “word parts”. They also learned Ecce Crucem Domini and other Easter vocabulary. Grade 6 was hard at work designing their own Bible page in Latin and English, with beautiful illustrations and borders. Grade 7 sang Salutaris Hostia and Tantum Ergo. They translated Stabat Mater, and wrote their own very impressive rhymed interpretive versions. James J.
Computer
Grades K and 1 continue to have fun while learning on Red Fish and other educational web sites. Grade 3 learned basic programming using LOGO, while grades 4 and 5 programmed using HTML language. Grade 6 learned about medieval scribes and the fine art of calligraphy, especially the Book of Kells. Grade 7 continues to write infomercials, while Grade 8 struggles to maintain a budget while “buying” cars, apartments, food and clothing.    James J

Art 
Mrs. Kay
Grade 2 is studying types of balance, and other design qualities in Native American masks. They are creating their own sun and moon masks with evidence of symmetrical and radial balance. Grade 1 is studying the basic principles in designing a quilt, as they are learning about art you can use. Kindergarten is working on developing and practicing printing straight and curved lines.   Laura-Jo K.

Library

Mrs. Burris
Recently, Mrs. Burris prepared for the school’s Spring Book Fair. It ran from April 25th to April 29th. She also read “The Story of Why We Celebrate Easter” to the younger grades during the Lenten season.  Alexander B.
Physical Education

Mrs. DeSarro
Jacobson’s relaxation/stress release exercise is always a big hit in grades 4-8. April was national stress release month! After the relaxation exercises, there are usually a few students who relax themselves to sleep…..Annan G.
               Resource
Mrs.  Buehler
Mrs. Buehler continues to stay busy working hard in our school’s Resource Department. She focuses mainly on small group instruction and at times will also take students for individual teaching. She presented, along with Mr. Fiore, at the diocesan teacher’s conference on the topic of teaching students with special needs in Catholic schools. She helped judge the speech contest in Grade Seven as well. Mrs. Buehler also fills in as needed for our teachers and staff that may be out. Lastly, she finds time to work with Mr. Kronenberg and our yearbook committee on the final publication of our school yearbook, which is out now and looks fantastic! As you may have noticed, Mrs. Buehler stays very busy as our resource teacher.   Laura-Jo K.
****
Special Accomplishments
Jack D. (Grade 4), Caroline D. (Grade 2) exhibited artwork in the Mystic Art Center’s “Young at Art show”. Jack drew a picture of a red-eyed tree frog and Caroline drew a picture of a butterfly collage in the style of Eric Carle. Awesome!

Bella S. (Grade 1) made the front page of the Westerly Sun for the “weather of the day”

picture on Sunday March 27, 2011. Also Bella is now on the Pre-team Gymnastics team at the YMCA. Way to go Bella! 

Dominick L., Kindergarten, earned a gold star and his ninja purple belt in karate.

Congrats!

Peter F. just finished altar serving training at St. Clare’s Church with Father Ken. Good job buddy! 

Reed T. won the 2011 Narragansett Council Pinewood Derby on April 9. His car, nick-named “Jackie Chan”, won first place among the Cub Scouts.  Go Reed!

Maryam A. & Chris M. 

Where Is It?
The newspaper is presenting its third “Where Is It?” Contest. There have been  some changes and there will be only two pictures, one for the elementary and one for the Middle School. Another change is that if there are four or less correct answers in a category, each contestant will receive a free tag day. When there are more than four correct answers per category, the newspaper will pick someone’s name out of a lottery and that person will win a free tag day. Please send your guesses with your name and grade to Joseph M. and Annan G. in grade six by 6/1/11 . Good luck!  

Elementary
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Mr. Fiore’s

Joke of the Month
One day, Father Ray was in a classroom teaching Religion. He had given a test and was questioning two students, Mario and Luigi.  

Father Ray said to Mario,   “I hope I didn't see you looking at Luigi's test paper.” Mario said, “I hope you didn’t either!”

Father Ray then asked, “You copied from Luigi's test, didn't you?” 

Mario responded, “How did you know?”

Father answered, “Luigi's paper says ‘I don't know’ and you wrote ‘Me, neither’!
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Come and see Aladdin performed by the St. Pius X Theater Club at the St. Pius X Church Hall on June 10th at 7p.m.


Interview:
Mr. Turrisi
Catherine C. talked with our school crossing guard, an employee of the Westerly School Department:
1. What is your full name?

“Benjamin L. Turrisi”
2. What is the best advice that anyone has ever given to you?

             “To live your life at peace      with the world.”
3. Who was your biggest inspiration throughout your life? 

 “Harry Truman.”
4. Who or what can’t you live without and why?
“Family and friends, because without them, you’re alone.”

5. Tell about your interests with presidents.
“I became interested in presidents when a friend of mine wanted to see the estates of all the presidents. Then, I decided to read the biographies of all of the presidents and I have read all of them but the two most recent presidents. That is how I became interested in Harry Truman. He had a lot of great ideas but could not accomplish all of those things.”

6.  When you are outside, are you uncomfortable in any sorts of weather? 
“I am not uncomfortable in any weather other than when it rains very hard.”
7. What is your personal motto?

“Always be truthful even if the truth hurts.”   
Interview With Graduating 8th Graders

In June, we’ll be saying goodbye to our 8th graders. Catherine C. interviewed each of them concerning their favorite moment here at St. Pius X School:
Alex B.- “Winning the geography bee for the first time.”

Ian B.- “The great loving people here at St. Pius X School.”

Sophia D.- “Becoming friends with Maiya and Vanessa.”

Nathaniel E- “Flattering all of my favorite teachers.”

James J.- “When we were talking about the sun and where it would be, I was the only one who made a comment and I didn’t stutter or say anything wrong. I felt SMART!”

Laura-Jo K.- “Riding the bus to away soccer games.”

Ryan K.- “The Little Kittens Play in English in grade 7.” 

Meghan M.- “In 2nd grade all the girls played the “Cheetah Girls” at recess.”

Nicholas M.- “The Walk-A-Thon.”

Sarah P- “In 2nd grade playing Cheetah Girls with Meg.”

Tyler R.- “The Walk-A-Thon.”

Madison R.- “Meeting new people and making new friends.”

Vanessa S. “When Maiya and I dropped the recycling bin and all the papers were flying and the UPS guy had to help us.”

��











Hard to Believe!





by Alexander B.





It’s hard to believe that I’ve approached the end of my days at St. Pius.  I, along with eight other eighth graders, have attended this school since Kindergarten.  It will be a new (and radically different) experience for us when we walk through the doors of high school for the first time.  No matter where we go, none of us will forget our time at St. Pius X School.


	At St. Pius, we received a type of knowledge that we would not have received at a public school:  education in our Catholic faith.  This knowledge helped to form our consciences and minds.  We have become better people because of the Christian environment here and the moral values we’ve been taught.


	Of course, besides studying religion in school, we also learned a great deal academically.  Our teachers were willing to help any student who had questions about the lesson being taught.  We learned useful strategies from our teachers for studying and for memorization, and we all progressed.  The small class sizes helped the students to get to know each other well and helped the teachers to get their lessons across.


	The students were dedicated and caring as well. I’d specifically like to thank the staff and advisors of the Newspaper Club, among others. It was their strong commitment, their valuable literary skills, and their true fondness of reporting and writing school news that made the Panther Pages as good as it is today. I am grateful for the cooperation I have received since the day I became Co-Editor, and I will never forget it.


	Here, at the end of the line, the graduating Class of 2011 thanks St. Pius X School for the foundation it provided to us.  Hopefully, we will use the values taught, the skills learned, and the talents acquired here as we go on to high school.  And in the future, when we become successful members of society with a solid Christian compass, we’ll look back on our days at St. Pius with a smile.








	











Page 1 of 9

