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Dear Parents and Guardians,

This handbook was written to explain the policies and regulations of St. Pius X School.

The policies come from several sources- the Diocese of Providence Catholic School Office, the Rhode Island Department of Education, and St. Pius X School.  They are intended to provide the best possible learning environment for your children in keeping with our highest academic, social, and spiritual standings.

Please read the book thoroughly with your children, and sign and return the last page.  If you have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to call me at 596-5735.  With your continued support and cooperation, we will continue to work together toward the common goal of not only educating your children, but also providing them with the moral values and faith training which will remain with them for the rest of their lives.

God Bless!

Henry Fiore, Jr.

Principal
St. Pius X School Mission Statement 

St. Pius X School is a Catholic school that educates pre-kindergarten to eighth grade students from St. Pius X parish, the surrounding parishes, and communities.  We nurture spiritual and academic growth while fostering our students’ unique gifts and talents.  In a faith filled environment, we enable them to reach their full potential.  Through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we strive for the development of moral values as we serve God and each other in school, at home, and in our community.

Philosophy of Education


We believe that teachers should be role models for living moral lives. Both teachers and students should embrace the power of prayer and practice the Catholic faith.


We believe that students should be life-long learners and that learning should be a partnership between students and teachers. We believe that our role as teachers is to facilitate the students’ learning experience; to encourage and challenge young minds; to foster a cooperative learning environment; and to prepare students to think as problem solvers.


We believe that each child is unique and that our education process must acknowledge this. We believe that each child has different God-given abilities and, as such, learns differently.


We believe that, as teachers, we must build an awareness of students’ responsibilities and encourage the fulfillment of such so that each child is challenged to succeed. At the same time, we provide a warm, nurturing atmosphere that accepts people as they are and where students experience a sense of belonging.


We believe that a conducive learning environment involves guiding formative minds, governing good behavior, and guarding those entrusted to us.


We believe our school’s Catholic identity is clearly evident in the signs, symbols and daily prayer that inspire us to follow Jesus’ command: “Love one another as I have loved you” (John 15:12).

Absences

A telephone call to the school office by 8:30 AM is requested on the morning of the absence, and a written excuse signed by a parent or guardian must be presented for each absentee on the day the pupil returns to school.

The school, in conjunction with the Catholic School Office of the Diocese of Providence believes strongly in the importance of regular attendance by all students.  Therefore, we urge you to have your children in school when school is in session, except in cases of illness and extenuating circumstances.  Any work missed during an absence is expected to be completed in as many days as the student was absent. (For example, 2 days will be given to complete missed work for 2 days that the student was absent.) After that, deductions may be made by the teacher for work turned in later than within the time given.

If a child is to miss school because of a vacation, the principal and teacher should be notified. No assignments will be given ahead of time for those students absent due to family vacations. 

Academic Reports (report cards/progress reports)
In an effort to keep parents closely informed of their children’s academic progress, reports are issued in the following sequence:

Report Cards- Report Cards are sent home three times a year (trimester), as mandated by the Diocese of Providence.  They are  sent home approximately a week after each trimester ends. 
Progress Reports – Progress reports are issued to all students whose work is deficient to that point in the trimester.  Progress Reports must be signed by a parent or guardian and returned to the teacher within tow school days.  Progress reports are mandatory for all students at first mid-trimester, and as needed for the following trimesters.

Admissions & Registrations

1.
 Parents enrolling their child at St. Pius X School must, upon registration, present his or her birth certificate, baptismal certificate, and immunization records to the school. In addition, the child must also have met the readiness requirements of the school. St. Pius X School admits students of any race, color, national, or ethnic origin. 

2. 
Registration of new students takes place in the Spring. The announcement of   the date is made through parish bulletins and local newspapers. 

3.
 Before any student transferring from another school is accepted, he or she may spend a Visitor Day at the school. A copy of the latest report card, standardized testing, and a letter of recommendation from a current teacher is also required.. Testing will also ensure proper placement.

4.
 Parents whose children have chronic medical problems or identified learning disabilities must include this information with the application form. 

5. 
Upon receiving an acceptance letter, parents are requested to pay an annual registration fee.

6. 
Acceptance into St. Pius X School is based upon readiness and classroom availability. 

7. 
Preference is given first to siblings of current students, then to St. Pius X parishioners, and then to Catholic students.  

8. St. Pius X School follows all state laws regarding age of admission.
Appointments with Faculty

St. Pius X School believes in open communication with parents and guardians.  Appointments will be made upon request. Please keep in mind that all visitations are to be made by appointment only.  Upon entering the building, all parents are to report to the main office.  No teacher is to be disturbed while in a classroom.  Appointments with the principal may be made anytime by phoning the school.

Arrival and Dismissal
.
K-8 students arrive and are dismissed from the back door of the school. 

The school doors are opened  at 8:30,  ten minutes before the first bell rings, and students are permitted to enter at this time. Supervision of students is not provided before the doors open; therefore, the school does not assume responsibility for early arrivals. However,  Morning Extended Day is available for a fee.  Please call the office if you are interested in utilizing this service.  Students entering school after the first bell, other than those whose bus is late, are to report to the school office for a tardy slip. 

Once students have reported to class before school, they are not to leave the room without the expressed permission of the teacher. All students are expected to be in their room before the first bell rings so they are ready to begin their school day.

Students will not be allowed to re-enter the school for forgotten books or homework assignments after they have been dismissed for the school day.  This policy is to encourage students to carefully plan, prepare and pack necessary materials before leaving the school building.  Pre-K students arrive and are dismissed from their classroom doors.
· Walkers/ Car Riders
At the opening and dismissal time, students who walk to school must cross at the designated place under the direction of the crossing patrol. Parents whose children walk to school are encouraged to call the school early in the school day if their child is sick or for some other reason will not be walking to school. In this way, the office can check if a student who should have arrived has not arrived.  Car riders should be dropped off and picked up on School Street. In the morning buses only will drop students off in the bus well. Cars are requested not to park in the bus well area. Car riders, bicyclers, and walkers may not be dropped off for school prior to the designated entrance time as no supervision is provided.

· Parking

During the school day parents are to park on School Street, in the bus well or in the front parking area and walk to the school entrance. At school dismissal or entrance times, parents should not use the front parking lot to pick up their child, unless they are arriving well ahead to take their child before regular dismissal time

· Bicycles

Students may ride bikes to school with their parents’ written permission and a signed waiver of liability. We encourage bike riders to lock their bikes. Students must walk bikes on the school campus. No riding of bikes is permitted during recess or lunch periods. The school is not responsible for damage or theft to a child’s bike. 

· Busing

The districts of Westerly, Chariho, Narragansett,  provide their area residents with free bus service to St. Pius X School, a privilege not given to all Catholic school systems. It is our hope that parents and students will cooperate with the bus 
Arrival and Dismissal-(cont.’d)

drivers to assure safe transportation, good service, and good relations. Students who cannot abide by the rules may be given a detention at the time of the first complaint. Repeated digressions from this rule may result in a student being suspended from the bus service. Please note: according to the school departments in each town providing buses, no student will be allowed to ride a bus  outside of the town of residence.  Written permission must be requested by the parent and approved by the transportation department before a student will be allowed to take a bus other than his/her regularly assigned bus within the city or town of residence.
Asbestos
Asbestos is not a  problem in our school.  We are mandated by diocesan policy to inform you that the asbestos management plan (AHERA) is available in the school office.

Athletic Eligibility

St. Pius X School offers athletics ( boys’ and girls’ basketball and co-ed soccer)  under the guidance of the Rhode Island Catholic Athletic League.  Participation in this league is open to middle school (grades 6-8) students, and also extends to grades 4 and 5 if necessary. Students must receive a passing grade in each major class subject, and homework must be current.  Otherwise, eligibility will be temporarily suspended, during which time the student should seek extra help to bring the grades up.  At such time, the eligibility will be restored.  Eligibility is also contingent upon continued good behavior as determined by the principal. Students who are absent from school are not allowed to participate in practice or a game.  In order to be eligible for athletics, students must have a pre-participation physical evaluation form and assumption of risk form filled out and returned to the office.  
Book Covers
All school textbooks are required to be covered with a book cover.  Please follow the classroom homeroom teachers’ guidance on requirements for book covers.  Only consumable books in grades 1-3 may be covered with contact paper.
Columbus Day Parade

St. Pius X School usually participates in the annual Westerly Columbus Day Parade.  All students are invited to participate (w/ parental consent) .
Community Service

Middle School students (grades 6,7,& 8) are required to perform twenty hours of community service, which will count toward the Religion grade. Up to ten hours may be served in the summer before the school year.  All hours must be documented and signed by a supervising adult.
Computer Use Policy
St. Pius X School offers students access to a computer network and the Internet.  Internet access will be provided to enable students to gain access to information as  a resource for constructive educational goals.  Students are only allowed to access websites which the school approves.  We will make every effort to maintain appropriate filtering.

Students are responsible for appropriate behavior on the school’s computer network just as they are in classroom. The use of the school’s computers is a privilege and may be revoked if abused.  General school rules for behavior and communication apply.   It is expected that users will comply with the rules listed below in the computer laboratory and in the classrooms.

St. Pius X School Computer Guidelines.

· Students must have computer teacher permission before using  computers and the Internet.
· Students must be in the presence of a teacher while using computers and the Internet.
· Students are not allowed to search for websites that are not needed for schoolwork.
· Students may not modify computer settings unless told to by the teacher.
· Students may not retrieve home e-mail at school.
· Students may not access chat servers or instant messaging at school
· Students may not use personal games or music  cd’s/discs/downloaded music without permission from a teacher
· Students are not to use a computer to harm other people or their work.

· Students are not to damage the computers or the network in any way.

· Students are to be courteous, respectful, and use appropriate language.

· Students are not to violate copyright laws.

· Students are not to install software, shareware, or freeware unless instructed to by a teacher.

· Students are not to trespass in another person’s folders, work, or files

· Students must notify an adult immediately if , by accident, they encounter materials which make you feel uncomfortable.

· Students are to tell a teacher if they are aware of any violation of these guidelines.

Computer Use Policy(cont.’d)

Students will be held accountable for all of their actions on computers. Loss of privileges and negative impact on computer grades will be enforced accordingly.  Please note that the computer grade does affect honor roll status as well.
Discipline Code
Discipline is an important element in the training of all children.  In school, the good of the whole must be considered, as well as the good of the individual.  For this reason, rules must exist in the classroom, school yard, on buses, at school sporting events and functions, etc.   When a person in charge of a student corrects him/her for violating some aspect of the behavior code, it is done for the student’s benefit.  If a student constantly breaks school rules, the matter is brought to the attention of the principal.  All students are required to show proper respect to teachers, other adults, and fellow students at all times.  In general, we enforce the following:

· Respect for each other

· Respect for the property of others- restitution must be made for damaged property

· Respect for all adults who work in the school and at extra-curricular  activities

· Respect for school property including materials and equipment.  Restitution for damages must be paid by the responsible child or his/her parent/guardian

Any weapon such as a knife or gun being brought to school will result in expulsion.  The police will be notified.  Items that may be construed as weapons will be subject to disciplinary action at the discretion of the principal.

Any action by any member of the school community that disrupts the peace of the community is unacceptable.  Therefore, intimidation, harassment, threats of violence, and actual violence of any kind in any form, including use of e-mail, by any member of the school community to any other member of the school community or to an outsider subject an individual to sanctions by the school including but not limited to suspension, medical/psychological evaluation, and exclusion.  All threats of violence will be taken seriously.  Excuses such as “I was just kidding” are not acceptable.  In addition, threats of violence and acts of violence will be reported to the police where appropriate.
The administration reserves the right to discipline students for off-campus conduct involving threats via e-mail or on the internet.  Students who post potentially defamatory statements regarding St. Pius X students, families, or employees  on blogs or websites will be punished.  Courts have ruled that teachers and administrators have the same right to their reputation as others. Therefore, if defamed, educators have a right to sue.  Deliberate defamation of others is not consistent with Christian values, and students will be held accountable for intentional harm they cause others.
Offense






Disciplinary Action

Candy, food (outside of proper time), gum

1st offense: conduct slip 2nd offense: detention
______________________________________________________________________________________
Cheating/plagiarism



1st offense: student receives a zero for test







                  or assignment







2nd offense: zero plus suspension
______________________________________________________________________________________







      

Failure to meet community service requirements    
 Lowering of Religion grade –also may 
  (grades 6 – 8 )                                                              jeopardize honor   roll status

Striking or assaulting any student                 

If circumstances warrant, suspension, parent con-

                                                                                        ference

Fighting



           
     
Suspension, parent conference.  If investigation 

                                                                                       proves conclusively that one student is defending

                                                                                       self, suspension will apply only to aggressor- if not

                                                                                       both students will be suspended.

Use of vulgar, obscene, or profane             

1st offense: detention/suspension depending on 
language, materials, gestures                                                             degree







2nd offense: suspension, parent conference

                                                                                       Offenses directed at staff will receive automatic

                                                                                        suspension at 1st offense

 Deliberate failure to promptly and         
                1st offense:  in-school suspension
courteously obey a member of the school 

 2nd offense: suspension, parent conference

community

Threatening or intimidating any member              
 Suspension, parent conference. Police may be      

of the school community/sexual harassment                  notified

Vandalism




            detention/suspension and restitution
All actions disruptive of the learning process      
   1st offense: detention







   2nd offense: in-school suspension

All other actions which, in the opinion of the      
     detention or suspension,  parent conference,

principal, constitute a danger to the safety,                       depending upon degree

health, or welfare of the staff, students, or

property of St. Pius X School, such as throwing,

 objects, pushing, bringing potentially

dangerous objects to school, stealing, leaving the

building or grounds without permission
Violation of dress code


              1st offense: uniform slip






              2nd offense: loss of dress down days, detention
 Violation of bus codes


              warning, contact with parent, transportation dept.







     may suspend or refuse transportation

 Continuous disruptive/serious offensive behavior    →    Out of school suspension/ expulsion

Discipline Code- Continued
Please note: The discipline code on the previous page is applicable on school property and during any school activity, including those away from school property

(i.e. field trips, phys. ed classes, dances, etc.) Offenses are cumulative.  The judgment of the principal is final on all discipline matters.

Doctor/Dentist Appointments

Doctor, dentist and other appointments should be scheduled for after school hours.  However, we do realize that this is not always possible.  In these cases, please send a note in advance.  Parents/guardians must report to the office to sign out students leaving school at any time during the school day.
Dress Code
Uniforms

A student should be in complete uniform every day. A letter of explanation should be sent in with the student whenever he or she does not comply with this rule.  All uniforms, both gym and school, must be marked with the student’s name. Any unmarked and unclaimed clothing will be added to the uniform swap collection. 

PRE-KINDERGARTEN
School blue shorts, blue polo shirt, blue sweatshirt, blue sweatpants, black  sneaker.  Sock color is parental choice. Girls’ optional: school navy dress, black Mary Jane shoes
GIRLS – GRADE K THROUGH 5

Regular school uniform (what must be worn)
Plaid jumper (no shorter than 3” above the knee)
Short-sleeve yellow polo shirt (long sleeve yellow polo is optional)
Sweater – green, long-sleeve cardigan
Shorts – green– Summer/optional

Socks – knee length, green

Tights – green/optional
Shoes – school black sneakers 
Optional shoes: School black  Mary Jane shoes 
Cold Weather Optional: Green pants, green socks and school belt
Optional Summer Uniform (Sept.-Oct., May-June only):School green shorts, school shirt, white crew or ankle socks (must be above the ankles), belt, school sneakers or Mary Janes
GIRLS – GRADES 6-8
Khaki Skort (no shorter than 3” above knee), white short sleeve or green long sleeve polo shirt, gray sweatshirt, green, white, or khaki socks to match shirt, black school sneaker.

Socks must be no shorter than a crew sock. 

Optional: school Mary Jane shoes

Cold Weather Optional- Khaki pants, white or khaki socks, and black or brown belt.
Optional Summer Uniform (Sept.-Oct., May-June only): School khaki shorts, school shirt, white crew or ankle socks (must be above the ankles) , belt, school sneakers, or Mary-Janes.
Lipstick, eye makeup, dangling earrings, nail polish, and excessive jewelry are not permitted. Tennis shoes and sneakers are not part of the school attire, except for gym. No clogs, sandals, hats, or bandannas/kerchiefs are allowed. 

BOYS GRADES- K-5
Green pants, yellow short sleeve polo shirt, yellow long sleeve polo shirt (optional) green V-neck sweater, school belt, green socks and black school sneakers

Optional Summer Uniform (Sept.-Oct., May-June only): School green shorts, school shirt, white crew or ankle socks (must be above the ankles), black or brown belt, school sneakers

BOYS-GRADES 6-8

Khaki pants, white short sleeve or green long sleeve polo shirt, gray sweatshirt, school belt, khaki or white socks, black school sneakers.

Optional Summer Uniform (Sept.-Oct., May-June only) school khaki shorts, school shirt, white  crew or ankle socks (must be above the ankles), belt, school sneakers
No necklaces or chains, except for religious medals. No bracelets for boys.

Students may wear boots to and from school during inclement weather, but must have school shoes to change into during the school day.
All shirts must be tucked in.
Failure to wear the correct uniform and shoes will result in uniform slips.  Repeated offenses will result in loss of tag days and/or detention.  It is expected that parents and guardians see that their children follow the described dress code. If you have extenuating circumstances, please let us know. Students who choose to ignore the dress code regulations will be expected to rectify the violations.  All matters of interpretation are the responsibility of the principal, whose judgment will be final.
HAIR

Hair for both girls and boys should be kept neat and clean, and sufficiently short in front so as not to interfere with students’ vision. Boys are to keep their hair above the shirt collar. They are not allowed to come to school with “tails” or shaved heads, or unnaturally colored hair .

GYM UNIFORM

Students in Grades K-5 wear the school tee shirt, green sweatshirt, green sweatpants, white crew  or ankle socks (must be above the ankles) socks, and plain black school uniform sneakers or any running sneaker that will provide good ankle and foot support.  No skateboard, tennis, basketball, or slip-on  sneakers.  PLEASE NOTE: these new sneaker options are for gym days only.
Students in Grades 6-8 wear the school tee shirt, school dark green sweatpants, school gray sweatshirt, white socks, and school black sneakers to school on gym days.

Optional: school dark green wind jacket and pants may be worn in place of  gray sweatshirt and dark green sweatpants.
During Sept.-Oct., May-June, Grade K-8 students may wear school gym shorts, school tee shirt, white socks, and school black sneakers.

Students who do not come to school with their complete gym uniform may not participate in the program and will receive an unexcused mark. 

Please note: In an effort to keep parent costs for uniforms down, we have arranged for a used uniform rack to be utilized in the church hall.  This is a free “swap”.  Donations of used uniforms are accepted and offered to any family free of charge.  Please call the office for details.
Dress Down/Tag Days
Monthly, the school will allow the students to wear non-uniform clothes for a day. There is usually an incentive for the day off from the uniform such as participation in a charitable fund raiser for $1.     The monthly tag day monies will be used for tuition assistance.  Other tag days may be added for worthy causes.  Even on non-uniform (dress down/tag) days, proper attire is mandatory and is at the discretion of the administration.  The following types of clothing are unacceptable:

· Halter tops

· Tank tops, see through tops

· Shirts that show midriff
· Pants cut below the navel 

·  Pajama/lounge pants 
· Any clothing that is too tight

· T-shirts with questionable slogans/pictures/weapons/ alcohol 
· Short shorts- no shorter than 2 inches above the knee
· “Flip-flops” or sandals

Electronic Valuables
No radios, walkmans, game boys, DS players, I-pods, Mp-3 players, cameras, beepers, laser pointers, or cell phones are allowed on school property or field trips.  Exceptions to this are only considered with advance explicit permission of the administration.  Cell phone cameras are prohibited at all times.

Emergency Information

At the beginning of the school year parents are sent emergency care sheets to be completed.  Any physical limitations (allergies, etc. must be noted on this form for the child’s welfare. If any information changes during the year, parents should send written notification with the new information to the office.  It is very important for the school to be provided with properly updated home, cell, and work phone numbers of all parents/guardians.  
Emergency Procedures Guide
The school has an emergency procedures guide, which is prepared to deal with any crisis based on the guidelines of the Diocese of Providence.

Extended Day
Extended Day is available in the morning from 7:30-8:30 a.m. and in the afternoon from dismissal to 5:30 p.m., charged in half hour increments.  Children are to be dropped off in the morning and picked up and signed out from afternoon care in the designated Extended Day rooms.  Individuals other than parents who have the authority to pick up should be listed on the emergency care sheets. When an authorized alternate is scheduled to pick up your child, a signed note informing the school of the arrangement should accompany him/her to school.  The alternate individual should have personal identification available.  
Both indoor and outdoor activities are planned for the children.  Older children have an opportunity to do homework.

There is no Extended Day on no-school days.  Occasionally, on days of inclement weather, Extended Day is cancelled.  The decision is made by 1:00 p.m.  Parents are notified if such a decision is made.

Extra Curricular Activities

St. Pius X School students are offered the opportunity to participate in various extracurricular programs. These programs encourage the students to discover and develop their individual talents and gifts. The following programs are available for students in various  grades: 

            Prayer Group 


 Grades 2-8

Boys & Girls Basketball:
Grades 6–8 (Gr.5, as needed)


Coed Soccer


Grades 3-8


Children’s Choir

Grades 3–8


School Yearbook

Grades 7–8 (Gr. 6, as needed)

            School Newspaper

Grades 6-8


Student Council

Grades 5–8


Art Club


Grades 5-8


Knitting Club
                         Grades 2-5

Theater Club


Grades 5-8
             Robotics


Grades 4-8

Environmental Club


Grades 6-8

            Fitness Club                             Grades 4-8

Other programs may be offered as interest and faculty or parent sponsorship allows. All students who participate in special programs are expected to maintain satisfactory grades, proper classroom and school conduct, and enthusiastic commitment, with a spirit of cooperation and teamwork. Students must be in school in order to participate in sports or other activities on a given day.  

At all times, the students are ambassadors of St. Pius X School and therefore, are expected to conduct themselves in a manner consistent with school expectations. If students are unable to perform as described above, they may be placed on probation or prohibited from participation in the program. 

Students and the parents of those students who participate in these special programs must realize that the leaders, sponsors, and coaches of these groups give their time on a volunteer basis. Therefore, certain rules of courtesy must be followed. 

If a student cannot attend a practice, meeting, or game, it is the responsibility of the student to notify the sponsor, leader, or coach ahead of time of the absence. Depending on the program, there may be established consequences for this. For example, a student not attending a basketball practice may not be allowed to start in a game.

Participating in a school sport or activity should be given priority by both parents and students over participating in other league or recreational groups. Our school is a very special part of the student’s lives, and by their commitment, students demonstrate that fact. 

PTO/Family School Association
The Family School Association (PTO) is an organization whose goals are to coordinate fund raising and social activities.  PTO meetings will be held the second Tuesday of the month as needed.    Fundraising and/or social subcommittees are set up to help with our fundraising efforts.  
Fundraising
Tuition does not nearly cover the cost-per-pupil expenses.  Therefore, fundraising is necessary for the day to day operation of our school and for certain earmarked purchases.

A fundraising goal is set and built into the school budget each year.  Failure to meet the goal will result in a budget deficit.  Please make every effort to support our fundraising activities in an effort to keep tuition costs down.  To give you a general idea of the fundraisers offered, the following list is a guideline. Please note that this list may change.

 Golf Tournament/Calendar Raffle:    Magazine Drive/Calendar raffle :
            Christmas Bazaar Community based raffle or auction Walk-a – thon Variety Show
All school fundraising activities MUST be approved by the PTO committee and principal.
Field Trips

Field trips are privileges afforded to students. Students may be denied participation if they fail to meet necessary academic and behavioral requirements. 

A letter with a permission slip will be sent home prior to each field trip. This letter contains all necessary information about the trip, and must be signed by a parent before the student will be allowed to take the trip. Only the adopted school permission form is acceptable. 
Any parent acting as a chaperone must comply with the guidelines set by the teacher concerning selection of chaperones, behavior, time deadlines, visits to gift shops, and other details.

Final Examinations for Grades 6, 7,  and 8
Course requirements include exams at the end of the school year for middle school students in the core subject areas.    Make up days will be allowed for excused absences.

Graduation

 St. Pius X School students  graduate after the successful completion of the program requirements for Grade 8. In the event a student fails up to two subjects,  successful completion of course requirements   earned through a summer remediation program is necessary to receive a diploma in the summer.
Eighth grade students are expected to contribute to class dues, which are determined by the class’ choice of a graduation trip and a the associated costs.  These dues are used to pay for the trip and thank-you gifts to the school.  A separate graduation charge for the cap and gown rental fee and diploma cost is requested in May
Gum

Gum is only allowed if it is written into the students’ Individual Education Plan for sensory integration.
Health/Illnesses

Parents are urged to make regular, yearly medical and dental appointments for their children. Full cooperation will be given in regard to all medical requirements. When it is necessary for children to take medicine in school (including Tylenol, aspirin, etc.), such medicine is to be accompanied by an order from the doctor. Only under these circumstances will medicine be administered; this is a state law requirement. If certain clearly known non-harmful drugs, such as cough drops, are required, then these may be administered by the principal or school nurse with a note from home.

Parents are requested to send in a box of tissues and a roll of paper towels with their child at the beginning of the year. These will be used during the school year in the classroom by all members of the class.
School health regulations require that a child be excluded from school if he or she shows any clear and/or suspected indications of the following illnesses. Listed by each illness are the individual instructions which need to be followed before the child will be allowed to re-enter the school:

Impetigo - 24 hours after medication has started, and no oozing. 

Conjunctivitis - 24 hours after medication is started, eye cannot be oozing and the child can see out of it. 

Ringworm - 48 hours after medication is started. 

Diarrhea/vomiting – must be home and symptom free for 24 hours before returning to school. 

Head lice - must have medication started and all nits picked out. Before returning to school, the child must be checked by a school nurse (either Westerly Schools or St. Pius).

Strep throat - 48 hours after medication is started and no other symptoms are present. 

Chicken pox - no new eruptions and all scabbed over, usually about 5-7 days after first eruption. . 

Fever - must remain at home until child is fever-free for 24 hours. 

Please note: Only a doctor’s note indicating a diagnosis other than that for which the student was excluded will allow the child to re-enter school.  
Homework

Homework is an extension of the school learning process. Students are expected to complete each homework assignment neatly and completely. Parents are expected to provide children with the necessary time, place, and expectation to complete homework. During the school day, it is imperative that each student be responsible for writing homework assignments in the homework pads. 

Should the student have a legitimate reason for not complying with the above rule, a letter of explanation should be sent to the appropriate teacher. If a child is absent, the parent may call the office in the morning and request assignments. They may be picked up at the end of the day from the office, or may be sent home with a sibling, if requested.  Decisions regarding the amount of homework are the responsibility of the subject teacher.
Honor Roll  (Grades 6–8)
According to new diocesan policy, honor roll is limited to grades 6-8.

Criteria for honor roll will be distributed along with the informational

materials regarding the new diocesan report cards.
Inclement Weather

Procedures For School Delays, Cancellations, and Early Dismissals Due to Inclement Weather

We will contact all families via mass phone calls and e-mails during delays, cancellations, and early dismissals.  As an extra precaution, the following information is important:

1) When the forecast calls for inclement weather, please call 348-2747, the emergency weather information hot line for the Westerly Public School System.  St. Pius X School follows the dismissal times for Dunn’s Corners, Bradford, State Street, Springbrook, and Tower Street  Schools. (St. Pius X School will not be mentioned by name).

2) Walkers and car riders will be dismissed first during early dismissal days.

3) Any announcement about delays, cancellations, or early dismissals on the local radio or television stations for Westerly schools also apply to St. Pius X School.  If Westerly schools are cancelled due to weather, it is implied that St. Pius X School will be cancelled also.  However, if you are not a Westerly resident, your town may arrive or dismiss at a different time.
Please follow the bus procedures for your school system. (For example, if

Chariho has a delay and Westerly does not, Chariho students will be bussed according to the delay in Chariho.  We will accommodate accordingly).

4) If  Westerly schools are delayed in the morning, please respect the delay for all   students, not just Westerly residents, for the announced amount of time, as there is no guarantee of supervision very early in the morning.  There will be no morning Extended Day program during delayed opening days.
Inclement Weather- (cont.’d)

5) Very Important! Review with your children what to do in case of early dismissals: namely, to the bus they would normally take home, or to be picked up by either a parent/guardian, or a designated person.  Please avoid telling your children to call you unless it is an absolute emergency, because we cannot have large numbers of students tying up the phone lines.  Since we are regional, we are at the mercy of the transportation departments of the school systems in Westerly, Chariho, South Kingstown, and Narragansett, and we have to keep the lines of communication open with them during these times. 

We can never predict when these situations will occur, so the best thing to do is to keep abreast of inclement weather via the media and try to arrange a designated person to either transport your children home or remain with them.

Please make sure all of the information  on our emergency forms are up to date regarding designated adults authorized to pick up you child.
6) Concerning potential early dismissals, due to inclement weather, St. Pius X School will automatically follow the decisions of the Westerly school system.  Due to the fact that  the Chariho, South Kingstown, and Narragansett school systems may not necessarily dismiss at the same time as Westerly, it is recommended that in these situations of eary dismissal parents listen to the media announcements.

7) Whenever there is an early dismissal, Extended Day is not available.  We will contact the parents of Extended Day students.  If it snows during the day and there is no early dismissal, Extended Day cancellation will be decided by 1pm, and we will call parents of Extended Day students

8) Likewise, whenever there is an early dismissal, all after school activities will be cancelled.
Invitations
Birthday party invitations may be passed out in the classroom only if every child in the classroom is invited or, at least every child of the same gender.  Invitations must be given to the teacher, who will distribute them.  We are legally not able to provide student addresses and phone numbers to room parents.  Parent volunteers often will volunteer to create a school directory.  Only those parents/guardians who give permission for their information to be in the directory will be listed in the directory.
Lunch
Children bring their own lunch. Lunch boxes must bear child’s name, grade, and school. For students in Grades 5 through 8, a brown bag is acceptable; however, these also should be labeled with name, grade and school. Parents are asked to provide a cloth napkin or placemat with the child’s lunch so that desks remain clean.

If your child forgets his or her lunch, please bring the lunch to the office (labeled with name and grade) and it will be sent to your child’s classroom. We ask that, upon entering the school, parents come directly to the office.  
Hot Lunches (optional)

Once volunteer lunch helpers are in place, several school lunches are offered to the students.  A menu of choices and a price list will be sent home to each family at the beginning of the school year.  Monthly calendars will be distributed. Student hot lunches will be ordered a month in advance and payable by check.
Milk
Milk may be purchased from the school and is served Monday through Friday, September through end of May.  Milk payment envelopes will be distributed to those students who have requested milk. If your child does not receive a milk envelope and wishes to purchase milk, please notify the office in writing. 

In the event a child wishes to discontinue with milk, a note from his or her parent is required and the milk ordered for that month must be paid in full. The price of the milk will vary from year to year according to the cost of milk supplied by the dairy. 

Students entering our school after the start of the school year may order milk at the beginning of the next month that they are in school.
Medication
Parents/guardians are requested to schedule the administration of medication outside of the school day whenever possible.  All medication shall be dispensed by the School Nurse during her hours of work (approximately 10:30-1:30, but these times may vary).  Rhode Island state law mandates that no  lay person, other than a parent, shall participate in medication administration.  If it is necessary that a medication be given during school hours, the following regulations must be followed:
· The Westerly School Department medication authorization form must be filled out completely (see Appendix A at the end of this handbook)

· Parent or guardian is required to bring the medication to school

· Only medications prescribed by a physician will be given

· All medication must be in the current pharmacy labeled container, and include the following information: student’s name, directions for administration, and physician’s name.

· Authorization for medication is effective for the length of the time prescribed, and no longer than the current school year.

No student shall have in his/her possession any medication while on school property, unless this is authorized by a physician.  The school nurse will dispense medication.

Inhalers and epi-pens are the exceptions.  Inhalers may be self administered if prior authorization has been provided.  Epi-pens may be sef-administered or given by any 

school personnel trained to administer epi-pens.  All faculty and staff members are trained annually in this procedure.

If a student will be on a field trip or other school supported event, the medication plan will be determined with an agreed plan by the parent,  physician, and school administration if necessary.
Open House
St. Pius X School holds Open House two times a year, September and January.  The September Open House is for currently enrolled families.  The purpose of the events to provide a general introduction about the school year.  Some school polices are reviewed, parents visit classrooms, meet with teachers, and receive an overview of the year to come.  Also, FSA Officers will offer you the opportunity to sign up to help with may of the year’s fundraising and social events.  Students are not permitted to attend this Open House.  
The Open House during Catholic Schools Week (the last week of January) is for potential registrants.  It gives parents interested in enrollment an opportunity to see the school in operation during the school year.  Student Council led tours are given at this time.
Parking
During the school day parents are to park on School Street, in the bus well or in the front parking area and walk to the school entrance. At school dismissal or entrance times, parents should not use the front parking lot to pick up their children, unless they are arriving well ahead to take their child before regular dismissal time.  

Pre-Kindergarten

St. Pius X School has two Pre-Kindergarten classes: a three year old class and a four year old class.  We work on creating a learning environment that engages students daily through active participation in the various learning centers, encouraging each child’s individual strengths, interests, and needs.  Our goals are to encourage social/emotional growth ,  spiritual growth, pre-literacy skills,  and math skills.

The Pre-K hours of operation are 9am-2pm.  Morning and Afternoon Extended Day Program is available.  We also offer the options of three day placement (Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays), and a half-day option.
Pre-K students have a special Pre-K uniform which is available through Donnelly’s

Parents/guardians and designees are to physically bring the pre-schoolers to the classroom and pick them up. Anyone other than a parent/.guardian must present an ID (example: driver’s license) and a note must be provided by the parent/guardian.

We encourage parent volunteers in the classroom.  The arrangements are made through the classroom teachers

Religion Program-Diocesan Policy

All students are to participate in our Religion program at St. Pius X School. 

Students of all faiths are welcome to St. Pius X School, as long as they follow the requirements and curriculum of our program.
Diocesan policy states that “A student not of the Catholic faith who is enrolled in one for the Catholic Schools of this diocese must follow the school’s religious programs of studies: exceptions to this regulation are not permitted by the local pastor, nor by the principal , or governing board.”
We begin and end each school day with prayer.  All departmentalized classes begin with prayer as well.  School Masses are on Holy days of obligation and other special days.  Other rites will be scheduled accordingly.
Requirements For Passing (diocesan policy)
Primary Grades- Inability to read well causes more children to fail in school than any other single factor.  The foundation of reading is laid in the primary grades.   In fact, mastery of certain reading skills is the major objective of these grades.  Hence, promotion through the primary grades is to be determined mainly by the child’s progress in reading.

Grades 4-8- Students must maintain a passing  or better in each subject, excluding the “specials”.  On the final report card and permanent record, grades for  the three trimesters will be averaged.  Failure on one or more major subjects (up to 3) will require successful completion of a summer program in order to be promoted to the next grade.  No student with more than three failures will be permitted to take a summer program for credit.
Resource
The Resource Department at St. Pius X School offers support to all students for remedial and enrichment purposes, as well as organizational skills. This is done through small group/ one-to-one in the Resource room or  through in-class mentoring within the classroom.  Communication with parents precedes any resource placement. Enrichment criteria is as follows: 90th percentile or higher total score on Terra Nova Test, no core subject grade below a 3.0, teacher recommendation, and exceptional effort shown. Formal enrichment sessions are dependant upon case load of Resource teachers and begin in January.  Classroom teachers will supplement, along with help from Resource until formal enrichment sessions begin. 
Room Mothers/Fathers
A memo is distributed at the beginning of the school year, seeking volunteers as Room Mothers (or Room Fathers).  Room Mothers are called upon by classroom teachers for any particular need in the classroom (special activities,etc). Each grade has at least one Room mother to assist.  Room mothers may set up an “emergency tree” just for a particular classroom. Some of the activities and anticipated events Room Mothers are called upon for assistance are as follows:
Christmas Program, Christmas Bazaar, Spelling Bee, Lenten Program, Gift Baskets, Kindergarten/Grade 8 Graduation, Oration Contest, and special fundraisers.

A Clean Up Committee is also sought after each year to assist in the breaking down of tables and chairs , and cleaning up after events in the church hall.  
School Board

The St. Pius X School Board is an advisory board, and operates in accordance with diocesan policies.  Its membership consists of  our pastor and principal, along with members of the community with expertise in various fields (education, facilities, finance, law, development, public relations/marketing, parenting, etc.)
Telephone

A phone is available in the school office for an emergency and with prior office permission.  Students are not allowed to used the phones in the hallways.  Students are not allowed to bring cell phones to school, and are not allowed to call home for forgotten homework or assignments.
Tuition

The policy regarding tuition payments are set by St. Pius X School and parish.  Since the school must keep up payment of monthly bills, we ask our families to make all tuition payments on time.  Enrollment contracts must be completed and signed for each school year according to that agreement.  We have optional payment plans (e.g. payment in full, in two payments, ten payments etc.) through  the SMART TUITION  management plan.   All fees and tuition must be paid in order for a student to take middle school final exams and to graduate.  Please contact our business manager directly at 536-5752 if you have special circumstances regarding a given payment.  Tuition payments and all other payments must be fulfilled in order to register for the following year.

Tuition Assistance
Financial assistance is available from the diocese and interparish school funds.  The FACTS GRANT & AID (FGA) tuition assistance form is used for determination of aid and is given upon registration. This form is also used by the diocese when determining financial aid for the Frances Warde/ Anchor of Hope scholarship funds.  It is mandatory to fill out the FACTS GRANT & AID tuition assistance form in order to be considered for tuition assistance at the school, parish  or diocesan level.  Forms that are not completed by the deadlines established, including required tax returns, W2, etc.,  by the diocese will not be considered for financial aid.   
Tuition Remission/And Refund Policy
When parents/guardians reserve an enrollment place for their children in St. Pius X School, they agree that their children are enrolled for the entire school year and that the parents/guardians are responsible for the regular tuition as well as other expenses incurred during the school year.  

In the event that  parents/guardians cancel their children’s enrollment, written notification needs to be sent and received by the school office.  Upon receipt of written notification, St. Pius X School agrees to refund the portion of the full tuition  as follows:

1) If cancelled prior to August 1 ,  one month of the tuition will be charged

2) If cancelled after August 1, but before the first day of school, 2 months of the tuition will be charged

3) Cancellations after October 10 will not be refunded.

Consideration will be given to special circumstances at the principal’s discretion.
EXTENDED DAY SERVICES Remission Policy

Our Pre K extended day program runs from 7:30am to 9:00am and 2:30pm – 5:30pm

Our K-8 extended day program runs from 7:30am – 8:30am and 3:00pm – 5:30pm

Our rates are $7.00 per hour.  Late pickups, (i.e., anything after 5:30PM), will be $14.00 per hour.

Children can not arrive to extended day prior to 7:30am in the morning.

Payment for the use of extended day services is due upon receipt of your invoice.  In the event that fees are not paid, extended day services may be discontinued.
REFERRAL DISCOUNT
Families that refer other families to the school that actually enroll into the school will receive a $200.00 referral discount.  Notification of the referral must be done at the time of  registration and in writing to the school.  There are no retroactive referral fees.
Volunteerism
St. Pius X School offers many opportunities for parents to volunteer.  In compliance with the Certification of child Care and Youth agency Workers law passed on July 7, 1997, the RI Attorney General’s Office has mandated that it is absolutely imperative that  a criminal background check  be completed in order for a parent/guardian to volunteer.  This is for the safety of all of our children.
PARENT/GUARDIAN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
I/we, the undersigned, state that I/we  have read in its entirety, the Parent/Student Handbook for St. Pius X School.  We sign that we not only have read the handbook and that we fully understand the regulations contained therein, but that we will uphold them and follow them and that we recognize the right of the school to establish rules and provide for their enforcement.
___________________________________________         ________________________

                         Parent/Guardian Signature



Date

Please list your child(ren)’s name (s) below:

___________________________________________      ___________

                               Student Name



  Grade

___________________________________________      ___________

                               Student Name



  Grade
___________________________________________      ___________

                               Student Name



  Grade
___________________________________________      ___________

                               Student Name



  Grade
___________________________________________      ___________

                               Student Name



  Grade
This form is due within five (5) days after the start of the school year.
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