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At St. Pius X School, even our preschoolers learn powerful lessons from the rituals of Lent.   Our students recognize that Lent is not just about “giving up things”.  They are taught by our faculty and clergy the deeper meaning of why we sacrifice and how Jesus gave the ultimate sacrifice of His life for our redemption. All of this so we may learn His lessons of loving God and loving our neighbors. 





I am so grateful as both a St. Pius X School  administrator and  parent here that our children feel a sense of belonging and a sense of what is sacred.  These are two qualities which are in short supply in the lives of children in this day and age.





My prayer for you this month is that your families’ faith be deepened as we enter into the holy season of Lent, and that we strive to continue to be models of this faith for our children always.











Henry Fiore, Jr.


Principal








P.S. Re-registration for the 2012-2013 school year will be forthcoming.  All paperwork will be updated on the website. (� HYPERLINK "http://www.westerlystpiusxschool.org" ��www.westerlystpiusxschool.org�) 


We will inform you when the materials will be ready.  In the meantime, please do not download the current year’s forms. 





 My Dear Friends,





We begin this month with Catholic Schools Week, a national celebration of the ministry of Catholic education.  Please be sure to check the back of the calendar for detailed information about the daily activities from Monday, January 30 to Friday, February 3. Please note that there will be two “tag days” (dress down days) during Catholic Schools week. Tuesday, January 31 is a free one for student appreciation day, and Friday, February 3 costs $1 to participate.  All proceeds will be used to sponsor a goat for the poor in Haiti. The goat will provide food in the form of milk and cheese.  





During the February vacation, the holy season of Lent arrives.  Lent is a time of true self reflection when it comes to our faith.  Bishop Kenneth Untener of Saginaw, Michigan in an issue of US Catholic spoke about getting back to the “roots” of Lent as communities, and offered the following advice for families:





Take [age appropriate] fasting    seriously.





Be creative in what you give up


       (He recommends finding time


        for silence to listen to God)





Give to the poor.





      4.      Make the Triduum the high 	 	   point.





It might be too much to expect younger children to attend services on all three days (which Triduum means), but choose one or more services to attend. They are revealing truths about our lives our kids will hear no place else.





And don't forget to include your own ethnic and family rituals during Lent and � HYPERLINK "http://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/christianity/easter/index" \t "_blank" �Easter�. These are not frivolous activities--they give our kids a sense of belonging and a sense of the sacred, two qualities in short supply in our kids' world.





<img height="1" width="1" border="0" src="http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/conversion/991956906/?frame=0&random=1327605152240&cv=7&fst=1327605152240&num=1&fmt=2&value=0&label=8bIyCMb6nwIQqp-A2QM&bg=ffffff&hl=en&guid=ON&u_h=768&u_w=1024&u_ah=740&u_aw=1024&u_cd=24&u_his=5&u_tz=-300&u_java=true&u_nplug=16&u_nmime=108&ref=http%3A//www.beliefnet.com/Love-Family/Parenting/2001/03/Observing-Lent-With-The-Family.aspx&url=http%3A//www.beliefnet.com/Love-Family/Parenting/2001/03/Observing-Lent-With-The-Family.aspx%3Fp%3D2" />


�Read more: � HYPERLINK "http://www.beliefnet.com/Love-Family/Parenting/2001/03/Observing-Lent-With-The-Family.aspx?p=2" \l "ixzz1karAieCc" �http://www.beliefnet.com/Love-Family/Parenting/2001/03/Observing-Lent-With-The-Family.aspx?p=2#ixzz1karAieCc�





Bishop Kenneth Untener of Saginaw, Michigan, in the February issue of 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.uscatholic.org" \t "_new" �U.S. Catholic�


�Read more: � HYPERLINK "http://www.beliefnet.com/Love-Family/Parenting/2001/03/Observing-Lent-With-The-Family.aspx" \l "ixzz1kapHT2AA" �http://www.beliefnet.com/Love-Family/Parenting/2001/03/Observing-Lent-With-The-Family.aspx#ixzz1kapHT2AA�
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